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REGAP.DIHG  RUB3.ER  AGAIK  **  o><^ 

We  gave  President  Roosevelt's  salvage  drive  for  scrap  rubber  quite  a 
bit  of  space  in  last  week's  BVC  newsletter  because  we  feared  some  of  the 
broadcasting  clan  rcight  under -estimate  its  importance  to  the  national  v/ar 
effort*  Radio,  from  reports  reaching  our  ears,  responded  in  gratifying 
fashion  (even  "magnificently",  according  to  some  official  spokesmen), 
plugging  the  drive  vath  machine-gun  persistence.  But  overall  public  re- 
sponse, measured  in  the  quantity  of  rubber  thus  far  realized,  would  hardly 
take  a  pre-eminent  place  among  the  sevon  wonders  of  anybody's  v/orld# 

The  national  salvage  campaign  v/as  launched  about  half -past  June* 
Here  it  is,  a  quarter  to  July,  and  the  drive  still  has  another  vreek  to  run* 
Radio  is  being  called  upon  to  renew  its  efforts,  reaching  a  real  crescendo 
of  persuasion  over  the  weekend  of  June  27  and  28 •  Here  repetition,  station 
breaks,  the  coaxing  and  wheedling  of  ordinary  spot  announcements  just 
aren't  enough*  This  project  calls  for  a  real  whirlvrind  finish  -  a  pro- 
motional drive  utilizing'  promotional  igonuity  so  that,  in  the  last  days 
before  June  30,  every  listener  is  so  rubber-consciovis  he'll  go  around p;il ling 
the  bumpers  off  his  v;ife's  vacuum  cleaner  and  the  tires  from  tho  baby's 
carriage* 

Rubber  is  soulfully  important  to  tho  winning  of  this  v/ar»  America  has 
a  slovfly  dv/indling  stockpile  of  crude  supplies  on  hand,  and  it  must  be  m.Ci-de 
to  last  just  as  long  as  suporhumanly  possible.  You've  hoard,  again  and 
again,  hovr  over  90  percent  of  our  oncc-upon-a-timo  rubber  sources  are  noviT 
under  the  Nipponese  flag.  Production  of  synthetic  rubber,  in  tho  extrava- 
gant quantities  we  need,  cannot  be  reached  for  perhaps  ariother  two  years. 
Guayulc  and  other  rubber -bearing  plants,  by  tho  very  laws  of  agricultiire, 
will  not  bo  an  important  source  until  1946  or  1947. 

Rcclaiijicd  rubber  is  therefore  essential  if  \70   are  to  fulfill  the  vast 
program  of  war  production  sketched  out  ahead  of  ns.     Reclaimed  rubber  riiust 
be  mixed  with  the  crude  supplies  on  hand  so  that  trucks  and  tanks  may  roll, 
bombers  may  fly.   There  will  be  no  surplus  for  the  myriad  little  men  and 
women  of  Main  Street.  They  must  v/alk  for  a  good  long  v.hilo  yet,  but  they 
have  the  ample  consolation  that  they  still  arc  walking  on  free  soil. 

Probably  one  of  the  obstacles  to  v;idcr  success  of  tho  rubber  drive  has 
been  a  lack  of  public  imagination  as  to  vrhat  things  contain  rubber,  and  which 
don't.  Some  people  nurse  the  mistaken  notion  that  only  old,  dried-up  junk 
rubber  is  expected  of  them.  Others  can't  bo  bothered  sacrificing  some  item 
they  inight  just  possibly  xiant   at  some  indotcrmdnate  time  in  the  future.   To 
help  a  little,  yox;  could  have  your  announcers  deviate  from  spieling  off  staple 
examples  like  tires,  bathing  caps  and  tennis  shoes.   Try  things  like  inner 
tubes*. .crepe  rubber  soles. .  .boots  and  overshoes ...rubber  sheeting.,, pads  and 
matting*.,  suet  ion  cups  ...furniture  feet  and  bum.pers  ...rubber  shower  curtains., 
rubber  belting. ,, rubber  medical  supplies.. .rubber  gloves... erasers • ..old  rain- 
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coats. ••rubber  heels.. .jar  rings. ..children's  toys...old  garden  hosc«..TTorn 
typcva'iter  rollers •• .rubber  tubing.. .rubber  stamps. ..rubber  bath  sponges 
and  mats... rubber  beach  toys  and  cushions.. .football  and  basketball  bladders 
...and  a  lot  of  other  items  you  can  quickly  think  of  if  you'll  just  put  your 
mind  to  it. 

FROM  TIIE  OFFICE  OP''  CElfSORSHIP  ** 

On  the  vv-ay  for  several  v;ccks  nov/  has  been  a  partial  revision  of  the  Code 
of  ^fartimc  Practices  for  American  Broadcasters  -  that  very  sound  document 
first  issued  by  the  Office  of  Censorship  some  five  months  back.  The  altera- 
tions, based  on  practical  experience  and  some  cho.nging  conditions,  combine 
original  provisions  with  supplemental  suggestions  and  interpretations  that 
have  developed  as  the  Censorship  Office  v^orkcd  v/ith  broadcasters.  The  outcome, 
wo  think,  is  a  fortified  and  vcrj^  v/orkablc  code. 

Tho  final  draft  is  being  reviewed  for  further  suggestions  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  (June  22  and  23)  of  this  v;cck  by  industry  representatives  including 
tho  entire  Broadcasters  Victory  Council,  headed  by  Chainnan  John  Shcpard,3rd. , 
and  Executive  Secretary  0.  L.  Ted  Taylor. 

The  general  and  broad  approach  to  the  problem  of  voluntary  censorship,  as 
taken  by  the  revised  code,  remains  the  same.   It's  postulated  on  the  sound 
ground  that  every  American  broadcaster  should  help  prevent  the  dissomlnation 
of  information  that  might  aid  our  several  oncmics  and  injure  our  v:ar  endeavor. 
Today,  oven  as  five  months  back,  broadcasters  must  recognize  the  dangers  in 
nev:s  broadcasts  and  routine  programining. 

Tho  best  defense,  of  course,  is  to  keep  a  close  and  unyielding  watch  over 
all  programi^iing  every  iTiinute  that  your  carrier  is  on  the  air.  Only  by  rigid, 
constant  surveillo.nce  can  we  avoid  incidents  that  the  v/holc  industry  may  have 
cause  to  mourn  for. 

The  nev/  code  \7ill  allovr  station  managcucnts  to  continue  functioning  as 
their  own  censors.   The  facilities  of  the  Office  of  Censorship,  hovrcvcr,  are 
at  their  disposal  around  the  clock  to  assist  in  consultation  and  advice  v/hen 
any  doubt  arises. 

Copies  of  tho  revised  code  vfill  go  in  the  mail  to  all  broadcasters  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  v;eek. 

ANOTHER  NAME  -  AI'JI)  STILL  HO  ROSE 

Probably  one  of  the  most  trenchant,  razor-like  weapons  in  the  vj-orld  is 
ridicvile.  Pomposity  can't  stand  up  under  it;  tho  scowling  brow-  and  tho 
self -made  deity  shrink  to  pathetic  proportions  at  its  approach.  That's  \rhy 
ViTO  applaud  a  suggestion  from  Ernest  F.  Bad  or,  manager  of  K30IJ,  Omaha,  v/ho 
sees  unoxploitcd  possibilities  in  Horr  Hitler's  original  family  name  -  a 
collection  of  sticky  syllo.blcs  pronounced  "Schickelgruber." 

"Consider,"  Mr,   Bader  points  out  sagely,  "the  success  of  the  Nazis  in 
glorifying  the  name  of  'Hitler'.  They  kncvir  well  enough  that  this  maniac 
could  never  have  gained  vrorld-wide  notoriety  under  his  true  name.  And  they 
vrcro  nighty  smooth  in  getting  tho  rest  of  the  vrorld  to  help  them  pronote  the 
v-cvr   navAO  of  'Hitler'." 
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Thc  idea  vrc'rc  coininj;^  to  is  not,  cf  course,  cor-Lplctoly  ncirt     There  has 
been  a  smll  coterie  of  stalvj-art  conr.Tcntators  who  never  lot  the  vrord  Hitler 
occur  on  their  broadcasts.   The  great  fuehrer  of  the  Gcrnan  people  is  always 
"Adolph  Schickclgrubcr"  -  pronounced  wit}i  proper  derision  and  a  slight  buckl- 
ing of  the  upper  lip.  Suppose,  hoiTover,  all  broadcasters  and  every  nev^s- 
PQper  in  Ainorica  stopped  referring  to  Hitler  and  change  over  instead  to 
"Schickclgruber"  in  the  sane  way  wc  substituted  "Istanbul"  for  "Constantinople" 
and  "Eire"  for  "Irolo^id"? 

WE  GO  BACK  TO  GASOLIIIE  ** 

The  BVC  understands,  vdth  a  certain  anount  of  justifiable  relief  and 
satisfaction,  that  the  reccntly-rapcrtcd  spot  arjiouncenents  for  "Fearless 
Motor  Fuel  Formlas"  have  been  v:ithdravm  and  will  not  again  bo  proffered 
to  radio  stations.  Y^c  arc  inforv.iod  that  the  agency  which  attenptcd  to  place 
this  business  was  not  aware  that  the  book  being  advertised  (giving  forriulas 
for  gasoline  substitutes)  is  in  apparent  violation  of  rationing  regulations, 
and  contrary  to  the  governnent's  policy  on  rubber  conservation. 

The  natter,  so  far  as  v;e  teovx,  ends  here. 

THEY  MEAN  7/ELL. .  .BUT!  ** 

Fron  out  far-west-way  the  BVC  learns  of  an  oil  conpany  that's  trying  to 
help  the  rubber  salvage  drive  v;ith  i.ioro  enthusiasn  than  accuracy.   To  a 
nuribcr  of  stations,  it  has  sent  a  scries  of  spot  announconcnts  implying  that 
if  the  public  turns  in  all  its  old  hot  vrater  bottles  and  iiincr  tubes  right 
nov;-,  there's  a  definite  chance  noxr   tires  will  bcconc  available  because  the 
rubber  situation  ivill  be  alleviated. 

Beware  of  any  such  statements,  or  hints  of  such  statencnts.  It's 
absolutely  not  so.  The  scrap  rubber  drive  is  vital  to  Ancrica's  v/ar  effort, 
helping  us  spread  our  supplies  of  crude  rubber  as  far  and  as  thin  as  pos3iblc» 
But  not  far  or  thin  enough  in  1942  and  1943  for  the  average  citizen  to  expect 
nei'iT  tiros,  recaps  or  retreads.  Rcclaincd  rubber  -  as  we  said  -  riust  be  nixed 
ViTith  crude.  Even  if  the  salvage  appeal  brings  in  its  expected  quota,  v;c  still 
have  not  any  norc  rubber  than  v;e  actually  require  for  nilitarj'-  purposes.  The 
situation  -  v/e  repeat  -  is  today  so  acute  that  the  Arny  and  IJavy  have  boon 
forced  to  cut  their  or/n  consunption  by  25  percent. 

Consequently,  if  you're  cooing  to  the  public  over  your  air  iTith  such 
bcdtiners  as;-  "Hef/  there's  a  chance  vro   can  all  have  tiros,  if  v;c  collect 
enough  rubber  fron  our  hones.   Lot's  nake  that  chance  a  certainty"  •••ViTC  11, 
you're  just  nislcading  listeners,  building  up  false  hopes,  tanpcring  v;ith  the 
goodvrill  of  your  audience,  and  naking  a  plain,  ill-inforncd  liar  of  yourself. 

Tako  our  word  for  it.   The  rubber  salvage  drive  nust  be  pushed  full-tilt  - 
but  to  help  Av.icrica  win  the  war  ojid  not  for  tlio  selfish  purpose  of  putting 
the  joyriders  back  en  our  highvrays. 

GRAVE,  A^JD  GETTING  GRAVSR  ** 

This  business  of  broadcasting's  dirdnishing  nanpov/er  continues  to  be 
serious  and  receives  sizeable  brovz-furrov/ing  these  days  by  the  Broadcasters 
Victory  Council.  Obviously  the  drain  on  technicians  and  other  skilled 
personnel  viay  eventually  force  sone  of  our  snaller  stations,  offering  perforce 
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snallcr  salaries,  to  push  the  "off"  button  for  good.  Such  a  dovclopricnt,  as 
XTC  SCO  it,  is  ininical  to  tho  v/ar  offort  and  vj-ccxlccns  a  iiajor  liaison  bctvTccn 
our  govcrnncnt  and  its  people. 

The  rcnarlcs  of  FCC  Chalrnan  Fly  on  this  topic,  at  his  press  conference 
last  vrcek,  arc  good  support  for  our  contentions  •  Vica-j-ing  this  unrelenting 
drain  v;ith  alarn,  ho  is  quoted  as  saying,  "In  bad:  of  the  v;holc  thing  nay  be 
the  assunption  that  the  broadcasting  industry  is  not  vito.l  to  the  vrar  effort*" 

Naturally  any  such  assunption  should  be  royally  torpedoed  before  it  gets 
rooted  in  tho  ViTong  places.  Chairnan  Fly  expresses  the  Coinniss ion's  attitudo 
concisely  -  "iTe  feel  broadcasting  is  very  essential  in  terns  of  viass  co-.-n]Tani- 
cation,  iixToriiation,  and  in  sustaining  morale,"  adding  that,  "this  can  hardly 
bo  ovcr-enphasizcd»" 

There  is,  he  revealed,  a  definite  move  afoot  to  study  the  subject 
thoroughly  frcn  the  standpoint  of  nojipovrcr  so  that  station  pcrsoix.:cl  vn.ll  not 
be  taken  for  non-nilitary  "v/ar  essential"  duties*  "In  the  evaluation  of 
different  activities,"  he  said,  "broadcasting  should  stand  high  on  the  list*" 

Apart  fron  nanpov:cr.  Selective  Service  is  another  natter.  No  effort  has 
been  nade  to  secure  a  blanJcet  industry  defernent,  but  national  Selective 
Service  headquarters  v;ill  be  asked  to  urge  that  local  boards  give  careful 
and  close  consideration  to  individual  cases*  As  nest  broadcasters  recall. 
Major  General  Louis  B.  Hershey,  draft  head,  has  implied  on  several  occasions 
that  broadcasting  r.iay  veil  be  looked  upon  as  vital  to  the  xrcir   effort*  Sono 
draft  boards  share  that  opinion*  Others  have  even  gone  so  stupid?L3/-  far  as  to 
declare,  v/hen  classifying  a  radio  technician,  that  "it  is  inconceivable  ho\T   a 
radio  station  engaged  in  coimcrcial  broadcasting  can  in  any  v/ay  contribute 
to  the  v;ar  effort*" 

The  BVC,  incidentally,  is  formulating  a  plan  that  may  shortly  be  placed 
before  Selective  Service  officials*   It  provides  for  the  retention  -  if  v/orse 
moots  v;orst  -  of  a  ninir.um  personnel  needed  to  run  eo.ch  of  the  nation's  broad- 
cast outlets*  The  plan  v;ill  be  flexible  and  base  itself  upon  the  individual 
programming  set-up,  also  vrhether  its  transmitter  and  studios  are  at  tho  same 
or  different  locations* 

Y'fo  suggest  that  a  copy  of  Chairnan  Fly's  remarks  might  be  sent  to  your 
personnel  -  at  least  to  technicians* 

COmfUNIQUE  FROxM  CALIFORNIA  ** 

Speaking  (as  -to  vrere)  about  the  revised  Code  of  Vfortimo  Practices  for 
American  Broadcasters,  it  seorjs  like  poetic  justice  -./ith  a  baclcspin  on  it  to 
trot  forth  a  letter  by  S*  W.  Fuller,  m.anager  of  KGB  in  San  Diego,  California* 
Y[c  get  excruciating  glee  froio.  the  v;ay  Ivlr.  Fi^llor's  letter  is  v/ritton,  but 
what  he  says  is  a  dour  indictm.ent  of  certain  unnamed  broadcasters,  and  there- 
fore causes  us  excruciating  pain  as  i/ell* 

V'[e  give  you  his  letter,  like  a  48-gun  salute  from  the  Golden  Y.'est« 
Take  it  vroll   to  heart,  particularly  if  it  makes  your  conscience  quiver  in 
the  slightest* 

"Somebody  has  a  trip  to  tho  vroodshod  coming  to  him.   It's  nice  to  read 
about  the  r.oralc-building  job  that  radio  is  doing,  but  in  the  past  fev»r  vrceks 


v;c 'vc  been  hccxring  thint^s   out   here   in  California  tliat  nal:e   our  hackles  rise, 
California,   as   you  i.iay  have  heard,    is   not   populated  entirely  by  ITativc  Sens. 
Quite   a  ncss  of  folks  have   cone  here  fron  other   States.     More  than  a- few  have 
relatives  and  families   in  other  parts   of  the   country,   and  the   chorus   of  con- 
corn  that  drifts  Wosti'/ard  fron  vrorried  parents  v/hosc  children  arc  out  here   in 
the   Golden  State   is  nore  than  a  breeze,      It*s  a  hov;-ling  hurricane. 

"The  coni-.iotion  began  before  Dutch  Harbor.     Since   then  the  runpus  has  been 
avrful.     Vfc  havo  heard  countless    incidents    of  frantic   exchanges    of  telograns 
and  long  distcjico   calls,   but  v/o  will  refer   only  to  t^vo  v;hich  v;e   have  verified. 
One  report,  received  by  air  nail  fron  North  Central   lo-.va  and  an.other,   first 
by  long  distance  fron  Central  Georgia  and  nov;  personally  conf irncd  by  a  Mother 
.  vrho  has  Just  arrived  in  panic  to  be  near  her  daughter  and  grandchildren  caught 
in  the  toils    of  IVar   in  this   hazardous   area  reveal  the  pojrt  that  Radio  has 
played  in  creating  a  'w'holly  unjustified  and  utterly  cruel  hysteria. 

"pour  news  reports  daily  received  by  radio   in  a  snail  Iov;a  to'-m  explained 
the  plight  of   California,  the   iriTiincnt  approach  of  the  encny,   the  frantic 
preparations  for  borbing,    the  \7holesale   attor.pts   of  the   citizens  to   escape  to 
safer  areas.     Naturally ,   the   lewa  parents  1-iad  a  fit.      It  v;as   novrs .      It  cane  to 
then  by  radio.      It  nust  be  true. 

"In  Georgia  the  thing  •■;as   spiced  up  v:ith  a  lot   of  niserable  nelodranatics. 
Progran^   of  nusic  and  entertainnent  v;crc   interrupted  v;ith  panicky  "lJcv;s  I  .'    ,'..~.  '^ 
Flashes"    explaining  that  the  California  barrage  balloons  vrcre   in  the  air,    that 
gas  nasks  yj-cre  being  hurriedly  issued  to  police   and  defense  pcrsoniicl,   that 
all  hell  v;as  poppin*  cs.d  the  Nips  vrcrc  all  but  on  the  beaches.     VJhereupon 
Georgia  relatives    of  inperilod  Calif ernians   jarricd  the  v/ircs   in  searcli  of 
conf irnation  or  co-ifort  and  this   one  Georgian  to  whon  xtg  have  referred,   fail- 
ing to  persuade  her  daughter  to  pack  up  the  children  and  cone  back  to  the 
South,   proceeded  forthvdth  to  set  out  for  the  gas-nxisk  barrage-balloon  bonb- 
s cared  front.     Vfith  her  heart   in  her  nouth  she  rras   detcrnined  to  be  near  her 
children  and  nov:  that   she's  here   she's    of  a  nind  to   sue  the  radio  industry 
as   a  vdiolo. 

"rJhat  the  San  Hill  goes   en  in  nidxrost  and  eastern  studios?     Is  there   such 
a  shortage   of  legitinr.tc  ncvs  that  jittery  crackpots  liavc  to  na,nufacture  it 
and  serve   it  up  hysterically  in  the   forn  of  "Bulletins"   jar.T.icd   into  broken 
progran  tine?     What  kind  of  norale-busting  nonkoyshincs   arc  these?     Here  in 
the  ITest  wo   servo  the  nev/s   audience  v;-ith  carefully-verified   copy;   the  bad  nov/s 
with  the   good   -  but  xrc  have  yet  to  ragiiify  any  East   Coast  crisis    just  for  the 
salcc   of  conf orting  our  V.^est   Coasters   xrith  the  nevj-s   that  other  folks   are   in 
peril,   too. 

"It's    quite  true  that  the   Pacific   States   are   sitting  here   staring  Japan 
in  the   eye,   but  vrhat   of   it?     Hell's  afire  I     ITc 've  boon  doing   just  that  for   six 
months.     In  that  six  nonths  v;e 've  not  been  sitting  around  sucking  our  faiuckles. 
Every  day  we    live  finds  us  vnth  bettor  defenses.      If  we're   going  to  be  hit 
vro're   going  to  bo  hit.      So  vrhat?     V'c 've  got  our  dukes   up.     And  v/hcn  'oho  blow 
falls   -   if  it   ever  does    -  vfill  be  tine   enough  for  ncv/scasters   to  go  crazy. 
Certainly  that  hour  has  not  yet   struck.     Radio  plays    the   encny 's    ganc  whenever 
it   contributes  to  panic  in  any  part  of  the   country. 

"Wo  arc  namng  no  specific  stations   in  this  blast   of  orotest.     Triherevcr 
the   shoe  fits,    let  it  fit." 
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Thus   cndcth  the  noiisoon*     You  can  cone   out   of  yov\r  bonb  collars   r.ov;« 
But  the  BVC  roundly  seconds   cvcrythin;;^  Ix,  Fuller   says  to  the  ■■.-•hole -ho r;^ 
extent  tiiat  we  believe  any  broadcaster  v/ho   prctzcl-izes   the   nev:s   in  the 
r.aaniicr  dcs.cribed  should  instantly  and  irrevocably  lose  his   license*     And, 
brother,   the  BVC  vj-ill  be  the  first  to  rcconuend  it  I 
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